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3. Post Script
By Heinz B. Bachmann, President
California new-book-launches. Soon after completion of the above report two
new-book-launches/book sales of the Otto Wyss book took place in San
Francisco and Paso Robles respectively, organized by Jtirg Siegenthaler. They
were quite successful, netting six new members; that may not be much in
absolute terms but is considerably more than the four who had joined SAHS
from within the US during the entire last year. The two events were quite
different.
San Francisco was similar in many respects to Columbus. A spectacular
venue in the charming old Octagon House owned by the Colonial Dames; an
attractive local speaker; but limited participation (35-40 people nearly half of
them Wyss family members or close friends; representatives of SAHS and their
wives; of the Colonial Dames; and of the Consulate General). In spite of major
efforts by the Consulate General to mobilize the numerous Swiss Societies, and
by nearby friends and family members to mobilize the general public, less than
20 'outsiders' participated, netting one new member and some 18 books sold.
Paso Robles was very much a Wyss Family-Fest attended by close to 200
descendants of Otto Wyss buying 89 copies of the book. It netted five more
memberships. The book signing took a good two hours as many participants
brought books to the table they had bought beforehand from Picton. The whole
event ended with a barbecue in a large exhibition hall of the Pioneer Museum,
surrounded by antique farm machinery. A number of articles appeared in the
local press, mostly focussing on the Otto Wyss story, but also mentioning our
Society a number of times.
In both events, Heinz Bachmann, gave a 10-15 minute introductory talk
about the Society and its work aimed at attracting new members; Jtirg
Siegenthaler outlined the content of the book; and two Wyss brothers (one a
SAHS member) talked about the genesis of the book first published in
Switzerland in 2001. Financially, the two events paid off handsomely. Direct
costs remained well below $ 1000 excluding travel costs that were not charged
to the Society. The over 100 books sold netted almost three times as much.

What lessons can be learned from the three experiences? Basically four:
1.

As mentioned before, even under the best of circumstances,
organizing a new-book-launch is extremely time consuming and
labour intensive. Somebody must provide this labour, much of it at the
local level. Implementing the event is equally demanding, in particular
book selling. Shipping large numbers of books around the country;
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selling them for cash or checks with no bank connection at hand; and
taking back the unsold copies are major logistical endeavours.
2.

Without a strong, dedicated, capable, local partner, ready to put in a
considerable amount of work, a new book-launch is unlikely to
achieve the desired results, viz. more new members and more book
sales. Even the most helpful and active Consulate General can do no
more than inform the Swiss Clubs in its area; the same applies to
institutions like the Ohio Historical Society and the Colonial Dames
for their members and the general public. Hence, participation was
well below expectations in Columbus as well as in San Francisco.

3.

Circumstances have to be right. Obviously, in the Paso Robles area
there is much interest in local history, including the history of 19th
century settlers of which Otto Wyss was an outstanding example albeit
utterly unknown to the outside world. On the other hand, in Columbus
(OH) interest in a 19 th century paleobotanist and bryologist, clearly, is
very limited notwithstanding his national and worldwide renown.

4.

The book's content has to be right; not all books lend themselves well
to new book-launches. A strong, local focus is essential. In this regard
the differences between the two books are striking: Leo Lesquereux
was a man of the world who just happened to live in Columbus, with
limited contacts within the local community (his being deaf,
obviously, did not help). Hence, interest in his 'Letters', while spread
widely throughout the country and abroad, is not strong in any given
location. Otto Wyss, on the other hand, was an active participant in his
community (postmaster, school board president, justice of the peace,
etc.) and part of his community's history. Hence, his 'Letters' are of
major interest to locals, historians and others.

Could the Paso Robles experience be replicated elsewhere? Possibly,
particularly for books with a strong local focus; but even then only after careful
preparation and never without guaranteed, active support from a dedicated,
strong, and capable, local partner. Those qualifications would need to be
ascertained carefully, possibly requiring an on-the-site visit early on - another
drain on the Society's limited human resources.
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Guests arrive for luncheon at the Ambassador's Residence at the
Embassy of Switzerland, Washington, D.C., October 6th , 2007

His Excellency Urs Ziswiler, Swiss Ambassador to the United
States of America, with (center) John Geiser III, Honorary Consul
of Switzerland, New Orleans, and (right) Fred Jenny, Consul
General of Switzerland (ret.)
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His Excellency Urs Ziswiler, Swiss Ambassador to the United
States of America, welcomes the Swiss American Historical
Society to luncheon at his residence.

GionMatthia Schelbert, Treasurer of the SAHS, with (center) Rosa
Schupbach, Fir t Vice President of the SAHS, and (right) Dr. Leo
Shelbert, Editor Emeritus of the SAHS Review.
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Delighted luncheon guests at the Ambassador's
Residence send their compliments to the chef Mr.
Vincent Muia
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